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Mnnual  Report 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  HEYSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 

For  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Heysham 
Urban  District  Council. 


GENTLEMEN— 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Fifth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Heysham  Urban 
District. 

I have  made  inspections  of  different  parts  of  the  District 
when  called  upon  to  do  so,  on  account  of  insanitary  conditions, 
and  have  also  made  systematic  inspections,  both  independently, 
and  accompanied  by  Mr.  Miller,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  whom 
my  thanks  are  due,  both  for  the  help  he  has  given  me,  and  also 
for  information  of  any  conditions  which  were  likely  to  be 
prejudicial  to  health. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  put  on  record  that  many  improve 
ments  have  been  made  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district 
during  the  year.  The  wooden  huts  at  Dawson  City,  which  were 
both  an  eyesore  and  a source  of  danger  in  the  event  of  any  out- 
break of  infectious  disease,  have  all  been  closed.  Many  houses 
in  Lower  Heysham  have  been  provided  with  water  closets  in  place 
of  earth  closets,  and  a good  many  have  also  been  supplied  with 
Town’s  water,  which  had  formerly  got  their  supply  from  the 
village  pump.  Sinks  have  also  been  provided  in  some  of  the 
cottages  which  previously  had  been  without  this  accommodation. 
A few  new  houses  have  been  erected,  mainly  in  Higher  Heysham, 
and  the  increased  accommodation  thus  afforded  has  no  doubt 
facilitated  the  closing  of  the  wooden  huts  above  referred  to. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  all  byelaws  with  regard  to  new 
buildings  have  been  strictly  enforced,  and  especially  with  regard 
to  the  setting  back  of  houses,  as  apart  from  other  considerations, 
good  wide  roads  add  very  materially  to  the  attractiveness  of  a 
district. 


There  are  some  insanitary  conditions  still  existing,  mainly  in 
Lower  Heysham,  some  of  the  houses  have  no  back  entrance,  and 
consequently  no  through  ventilation,  others  have  not  sufficient 
light,  and  in  some  of  the  bedrooms  there  is  not  sufficient  air 
space,  with  these  exceptions,  the  house  accommodation  is  good, 
and  there  are  few,  if  any,  cases  of  overcrowding. 

The  district  is  possessed  of  every  natural  advantage  to  make 
it  an  ideal  health  resort,  and  is  especially  noted  for  its  beneficial 
effects  on  persons  suffering  from  phthisis,  and  other  chest 
complaints,  and  for  this  reason  no  stone  should  be  left  unturned, 
to  remove  any  insanitary  conditions  which  might  interfere  with 
its  reputation. 

I am  constantly  receiving  complaints  of  the  disagreeable 
smell  arising  from  the  bone  manure  works,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
residents  have  informed  me  that  they  can  bring  forward  cases  of 
persons  who  have  been  caused  to  vomit,  and  have  been  unable 
to  eat  any  breakfast  on  account  of  this  smell.  If  they  are  able  to 
substantiate  these  statements,  it  would,  I think,  be  sufficient 
evidence  that  the  works  are  a nuisance,  or  injurious  to  health. 

There  is  a plentiful  supply  of  good  water,  which  is  obtained 
from  the  Lancaster  Corporation. 

t 

The  strictest  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of 
the  district,  the  roads  are  kept  clean,  and  all  ashpits  are 
frequently  and  regularly  emptied  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 

The  sewage  is  carried  out  into  the  open  sea. 

I have  inspected  all  dairies  and  cowsheds.  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  the  upper  cowshed  at  The  Fold,  Lower  Heysham,  is  no 
longer  used  for  milk  cows.  The  defects  mentioned  last  year  in 
some  of  the  smaller  cowsheds  have  not,  however,  been  remedied, 
some  are  badly  paved,  and  have  no  proper  channel  for  drainage, 
and  in  others  the  light  and  ventilation  are  insufficient. 

The  larger  cowsheds  are  mainly  in  good  condition,  and  all 
are  kept  clean,  and  are  regularly  whitewashed.  The  building  at 
Lordsome  Grove,  which  was  one  of  the  most  defective,  is  no 
longer  used  as  a cowshed. 

The  workshops  are  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  there 
are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 

There  are  only  2 slaughter  houses.  These  are  too  close  to 
the  dwelling  houses,  and  I hope  the  Council  will  take  this  into 
consideration  before  renewing  the  licenses. 

There  is  only  one  underground  bakehouse,  which  is  well 
lighted  and  ventilated. 

No  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  district,  with  the 
exception  of  the  bone  manure  works. 


infectious  Diseases. 

Nine  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  during  the 
year,  but  there  has  been  no  definite  outbreak  of  any  notifiable 
infectious  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  which  was 
removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital.  Of  these  cases,  one  occured  in 
a visitor  who  had  only  just  come  into  the  district,  and  the  other 
two  were  isolated  cases,  probably  due  to  infection  from  a 
neighbouring  district. 

Diphtheria. 

Accounted  for  two  cases,  one  of  these  again  occuring  in  the 
child  of  a visitor. 

Enteric  Fever. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  occuring  m 
different  parts  of  the  district.  The  source  of  infection  in  these 
cases  was  not  discovered. 

Erysipelas. 

There  was  one  case  of  Erysipelas. 

Of  other  infectious  diseases,  the  only  outbreak  of  any 
importance  occurred  in  December,  when  the  infant  department 
of  the  Sandylands  School  had  to  be  closed  for  a fortnight,  on 
account  of  an  outbreak  of  Measles,  a few  fresh  cases  occurred 
subsequently,  but  the  outbreak  quickly  subsided. 

No  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified  since  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Act. 

Birth  Rate. 

Fifty-six  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  30  of  males 
and  26  of  females.  This  gives  a rate  of  14.08  per  1,000  inhabit- 
ants, which  is  a lower  rate  than  that  of  last  year,  which  was 
15.34.  The  birth  rate  for  this  district  has  always  been  very  low, 
which  is  accounted  for  by  the  conditions  and  occupations  of  the 
population,  which  consists  mainly  of  two  principle  classes, 
namely,  boarding  house  keepers,  and  retired  tradespeople,  the 
latter  especially  are,  for  the  most  part,  people  of  middle  age,  and 
the  same  condition  applies,  though  to  a lesser  extent,  to  the 
former  class.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  county  for  last  year 
was  24.23. 

Death  Rate. 

There  were  42  deaths  during  the  year,  20  of  males,  and  22 
of  females,  two  of  which  occurred  in  the  Morecambe  Cottage 
Hospital. 

If  we  include  the  cases  occurring  outside,  but  belonging  to 
the  district,  the  rate  is  10.56  per  1,000  inhabitants,  the  rate  last 
year  being  9.8.  The  rate  for  the  whole  county  for  last  year  was 
14.4,  and  for  England  and  Wales  15.0,  so  that  our  death  rate  is 
4.44  below  the  average  rate. 


Of  the  42  deaths,  26  occurred  in  people  over  65  years  of  age, 
and  there  were  only  10  deaths  between  the  ages  of  12  months  and 
65  years.  Of  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  county  last  year,  only 
6,055  were  over  65  years  of  age,  and  14,167  between  the  ages  or 
12  months  and  65  years,  which  shows  the  very  low  percentage 
of  deaths  in  this  district  of  people  under  65  years  of  age.  The 
inclusion  of  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  district,  has, 
as  usual,  considerably  increased  our  death  rate. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Six  deaths  occurred  in  infancy,  which  gives  a rate  of  107.1  per 
1,000  births,  as  against  131  last  year.  The  rate  for  the  county 
last  year  was  125,  and  was  the  lowest  on  record,  so  that  our 
Infant  Mortality  this  year  is  exceptionally  low,  and  is  well  below 
the  average  for  this  district  for  the  last  10  years. 

Some  of  the  Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Influenza. — There  was  one  death  from  Influenza,  which  occurred 
in  a woman  71  years  of  age. 

Diarrhcea. — One  death  occurred  from  Diarrhoea,  in  a child  6 
years  of  age.  This  was  the  only  death  between  the  ages 
of  12  months  and  25  years. 

Phthisis  accounted  for  3 deaths,  which  is  much  above  the 
average  for  this  district,  and  gives  a rate  of  0.75  per  1,000 
inhabitants,  the  county  rate  for  the  last  year  being  0.94. 
One  at  least  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  a visitor.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  other  Tubercular  diseases. 

Pneumonia. — There  was  only  one  death  from  Pneumonia,  and 
there  were  no  deaths  from  bronchitis,  or  other  respiratory 
diseases. 

Heart  Disease. — There  were  5 deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  one 
was  that  of  an  infant,  and  the  others  were  all  over  65  years 
of  age. 

Infectious  Diseases. --There  were  no  deaths  from  any  Infectious 
Disease. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  HERD,  B.A.,  B.C.,  Cantab.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Heysham  Urban  District  Council. 


